CONSERVANCY
- of Southwest Florida

~ OUR WATER, LAND, WILDLIFE, FUTURE.

Protecting Southwest Florida's unique natural environment and quality of life ... now and forever.
Wildlife Adventure Sel ies-— Terrific Turtles
Pre and P Program Activities

Grade Level: PHK and Kindergarten

Next Generation Sunshine State Standards
9 Life Science; Environmental Awaness

i SC.K.L.14.1; SC.K.L.14.3; SC.K.N.1.2

Program Overview
Join us on a wild adventure! Discover amazing animals and explore nature through
multi-sensory, interactive activities, s&s, games and more.

Learning ObjectiveStudents will be able to:

1. Identify characteristics of turtles and describe how different types of turtles
are alike and how they are differdram each other and other animals.

2. Recognize that a habitat is a place where animals live and that different
turtles live in different habitats.

3. Explore what types of food turtles eat and how different turtles eat different
types of food.
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Pre-Program Activity : What is a Turtle?

Duration of Activity: 30 minutes

Materials: Animal pictures and coloring sheet (provided), coloring utensils
(crayons, markergolored pencilsetc.)

Background: Turtles are a group of reptiles that are characterized by a hard shell
that protects them like a shieldost species can hide in their shells if they feel
threatenedsea turtles cannotYurtles have been around for around 215 million
years! Like oher reptiles, they havdry/scalyskin, are coleblooded, and lay eggs.
There are different groups of turtles though, and they vary as to where they live
and eatTortoisesare a group of turtles that only liveonland. Theg n 6t s wi m
like other turtles, anddve round, stumpy legs designed for walking on the ground.
Some tortoise species can live to be almost 150 yearS\@tdr turtles spend a

lot of time in the water, and will usually have webbed feet for swimming. They

will also come onto land to warm up the sun or lay their eggSea turtlesare a

group of turtles that only live in the sea. They have large flippers for feet that help
them swim through the water. The females are the only ones that come onto land,
and only to lay their eggs. The largastie species is theorld is the Leatherback
seatirtle.

Directions:
1) Discusswhatdefinesa turtle, andhe different groups of turtles.

9 Showpictures ofdifferent animalgattached sheetand have students
say which is a turtle and whif.they want/ are able to, ask which
group they think the turtle is in (tortoise, water turtle, or sea turtle).

2) Color in T is for Turtle coloring sheet.

Additional Resources:
fSea Turtles Animals for children. Kids videos. Kindergarten/Preschool
| e a r nhitps:fwwav.youtube.com/watch?v=EIlffdbFZMPQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIffdbFZMPQ







PostProgram Activity : Where do turtles live?

Duration of Activity: 30 mirutes

Materials: Coloring pages cut out for studentsjoring utensilsgrayons,
markers, colored penc)lsconstruction paper, glue sticks

Background: Different species of turtles have special characteristics to live in
different habitatsTortoiseslive in dry desert areas and have very rounded feet
that they use to walk aroumal the bushes and dry, sandy soil. Tortoises do not
swim and do not live imareas witHarge amounts of water. Thaye plant eaters.
Aquatic turtles live both in and around freshwater (rivers, lakes, ponds) so they
have powerful webbed feet with long claws that allow them to swim through water
and climb up onto land’hey often at plants along with fish and inseciea

turtles live in the open ocean and have large powerful flippers that send them
quickly through the water. The only time they are on land is to lay ébgy.are
mostly meat eaters, eating fish, jellyfish, sqaidgd shrimp.

Directions:

1. Print out and cut apart the three different turtles and their habitats. (see
attached)

2. Discuss with your studentke three different kinds of turtles and their
characteristics before handing out the different turtles for stuttentdor.
After students have finished coloring the turtles, hand out the habitats and
allow them to color those as well.

3. Ask students to match the turtle with its corresponding habitat and remind
them of the differences between the turtles and wherenigat allow them
to live.

4. Glue the turtles and their habitats to a piece of construction paper with the
correct turtle next to its correct habitat. Hang up the completed sheets around
the room.
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